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Eco 102 Spring 2012 Intro. to Microeconomics  6373        
Prof. Michael Dohan  
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Office: Powdermaker 306f    
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Office Hours: Tu. & Th. 5-8 pm by appointment (Starting Feb 2st, 2012)
  
   Prof. Dohan:     
Eco 102 Spring 2012 Course Outline    King 202                
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PLEASE READ THE ENTIRE SYLLABUS TODAY BEFORE CONTINUING IN CLASS.

Queens College Description for ECON 102. Introduction to Microeconomics. 3 hr.; 3 cr. Prerequisites:
High school algebra and trigonometry. Covers how decisions are made by the consumer and producer sectors of the economy and the interactions between the two sectors; the process of resource allocation and income distribution within a free enterprise economy as well as alternative market structures such as monopoly, oligopoly, and monopolistic competition; and the effect of various government policies on the allocation of resources and the distribution of income. May not be taken for credit if Economics 104 has already been taken.

LASAR: For students who matriculated prior to Fall 2009. Economics 102 satisfies one of the two social science requirements.

PLAS: For students who matriculated in Fall 2009 or later, this course satisfies several requirements for Perspectives on the Liberal Arts and Sciences (PLAS). First, it satisfies one of the two required courses for Analysis of Social Structures:  the course focuses on the working of the market economy and the role of government in the economy, helping students to analyze the economic and social structure that shapes the world in which we live. Second, it satisfies the PLAS requirement for the US Context of Experience because the course is grounded in understanding the institutional structure of the US economy and the role of the government. Third, because the course (and my course especially) relies heavily on analysis using graphs and mathematical equations, it satisfies a requirement for Abstract or Quantitative Reasoning.
ADA Policy and Problems Reading English:  Students with disabilities needing academic accommodation should: (1) Register with and provide documentation to the Special Services office, Kiely 171; (2) bring a letter to me indicating the need for accommodation and what type. This is best done during the first week of class. If you have problems reading English, either because it is not your native language or your have some physical disability (dyslexia or others), please let me know also, so that maybe I can make accommodations for you on tests. For more information about services available to students, contact: Special Services Office: Dr. Mirian Detres-Hickey, Director, Kiely Hall, Room 171; 718-997-5870; email address: QC_SPSV@qc.cuny.edu. Students who need to use an electronic dictionary to help with their English should see me.
CUNY policy on academic integrity: Academic dishonesty is prohibited in the City University of New York and is punishable by penalties, including but not limited to failing grades, suspension and expulsion. You are responsible for reviewing this policy as provided at: http://web.cuny.edu/academics/info-central/policies/academic-integrity.pdf .
Required Materials for Course

1. Microeconomics: Principles and Policy by Baumol and Blinder 12th Edition, (2011):  Strategy: You can use either the new 12th edition, 2011 (Buy $184.50, Rent $92.16) (ISBN10: 0-538-45365-6) or the 11th Edition, 2010 Update (2010) (ISBN-10: 1-4390-3901-1) ($60-90 used). Our syllabus is set up for the 12th edition but works with the updated 11th ed. Try Amazon.com Do not buy the older Microeconomics: Principles and Policy, Baumol and Blinder, 11th Edition without the update. The data and info are outdated.

 2. Aplia for Baumol and Blinder, Microeconomics 12e $90.00    Code  CSPG-XET6-LTP4
     Aplia’s Graded sets and Quizzes count for 30% of your grade. Instructions on how to sign up are given below.

3. Wall Street Journal  (10-week subscription $19.95. Sign-up in class.) It is great for BBA majors, economists and accountants for expanding your knowledge not only of business but of the arts, social problems and politics. Use the special sign–up forms handed out during the first week of class.  
GRADING POLICY: There is no predetermined grade distribution:  On the average students earned about 45% A’s & B’s, 15% C’s 5% D & F and 2% Incomplete, BUT 18% WU’s (which turn into F) and 15% W’s. You are not competing with your fellow students so it is good for the class to form study groups to discuss and learn the material. The mid terms and finals are multiple-choice, concept-identification (vocabulary), analytical problems (graphical and algebraic) and written explanations (but not essays). Many questions are taken from Aplia and homework problems. Part of the mid-terms and final are given through the Aplia format.

Your final grade is determined by the following (weights): Two midterm exams: (15% each)
Cumulative Final exam covering all with vocabulary, multiple choice, algebraic and written problems from the entire semester (30 % ); Aplia problems and online quizzes (20 %); written homework and quizzes (20 %). class participation (10%)
Overview of Our Course: This course reviews basic economic concepts (methodology, supply and demand, how a market system works, the shortcomings of the market system, overview of the private and public sectors) and then concentrates on understanding microeconomics as it concerns consumers, firms, industries and markets. We focus on how a mixed-market system works to solve the three classic problems of what, how and for whom; how consumers in theory maximize well-being, how firms minimize costs and choose the most profitable level of output; the role of prices and profit in an economy; the definition and causes of market failure; and the need for government intervention. We then examine different forms of market structures - perfect competition, monopoly, oligopoly and imperfect competition, and how it affects the efficiency of resource use, and the distribution of income using the concepts of marginal revenue product, wages, normal profit (as a cost) and economic profit  (rent). 

   This course will help you establish (1) a framework for decision-making, which involves weighing marginal benefits and marginal costs. I also hope to motivate and prepare you to continue to study economics. Understanding these concepts and issues will help you interpret what you read in the newspaper and will make you a better-decision maker in your profession, in the voting booth and at home. There are a number of themes to keep in mind as the course progresses. Among then: (2) people and businesses respond to incentives and rules. (3) technology is a driving force in shaping the structure and growth of the economy. (4) government policies or the absence of government policies may have unintended consequences, and (5) every part of a modern market economy is interdependent with other parts.

Lectures, class participation, and readings (textbooks and other assigned readings) are designed to help you apply these microeconomic concepts to economic and policy problems. Completion of written homework assignments help develop your “problem solving skills” and will reinforce what you learn in class and in your reading and prepare you for exams and quizzes. The homework assignments and examinations are designed to test your understanding of the material and to apply it to real-world problems such as environmental management, impact of government policies, how to finance “public-type goods” (downloading of music), imperfect market structures, and more. 

Learning outcomes:

Upon successful completion of this course, you will be able to:

· Understand the economic models of markets and their uses and insights, assumptions and fallacies.
· The meaning of socially efficient use of resources and the role of prices and profit in a market economy.
· Use supply and demand analysis to predict or evaluate the effects of natural and political and social trends and events and how government policies positively and negatively affect society’s allocation of resources. 

· Weaknesses of the markets, for examples, the collapse of the subprime mortgage market and the unsustainable housing boom, and what are the actions government could have taken to address these problems if they had had the political will and desire.

· Understand relationships between microeconomics, macroeconomics, other social sciences and mathematics.
Two Important Websites for this Course

www.profdatqcecon.org, our class website, has my office hours, current announcements, the latest syllabus, and above all, HOMEWORK PROBLEMS, VOCABULARY LISTS, WORDS FROM THE WALL STREET JOURNAL and other course materials (reading lists, outside readings, practice exams and their answer sheets).  Consult daily for any changes in plans.


Homework: Homework assignments assigned on this website are to be handed in for grading after we cover the topic in lecture. Extra-credit assignments will be posted from time to time. They will also give you more hands-on experience doing numerical and graphing analysis. 

 www.aplia.com

You should immediately register today (if not pay for) Aplia’s website customized for Baumol and Blinder, Microeconomics, 12ed. using the course key CSPG-XET6-LTP4 at http://login.cengagebrain.com/ As soon as you register, you will have immediate access to both an online copy of the text as well as the practice and graded problem sets until Feb. 20, 2012 without paying. MORE BELOW ON HOW TO START on last page of this syllabus.

Aplia homework and quizzes consist of 20% of your grade. There are daily assignments due on Aplia. Be sure to look for Aplia announcements on our course page on Aplia.com. Please look at and even print out the problem sets before you read the chapter and I lecture on the subject in class.  Give yourself enough time before the closing day and time. (especially for “Grade it Now” problem sets).  A good strategy is to try the practice problems (if there are any) before the class and then try doing the problems on the print-out after the lecture on that subject. Access to Aplia must be purchased for $90 by going to Aplia.com or buying a card at the Bookstore and entered by 11:59 Monday, February 20, 2012. You may use Aplia until then without paying for it. If you have not paid for it by September 19th, you will lose access to Aplia until you purchase it, (However, any homework you have done will not be lost). 


There will be about 18 graded Aplia assignments, usually preceded by a set of practice problems. Some problem sets employ a “Grade It Now” system that allows you to get instant feedback and then retry questions. Do the “How to use Aplia” assignment and the math tutorial as soon as possible. These will be explained on Aplia. Aplia assignments are not available for completion after the due date and time posted with the assignment. 

Office Hours for Major Advisement and Transfer Evaluation: Tuesday & Thursday 5-8 pm, starting Feb 2.  Email me directly to get a confirmed appointment. Check the website for any changes. My office is in Powdermaker Hall, Room 306f.  To reach me during office hours, call (718) 997-5461 and leave a message. To leave written messages, call the Eco. Dept. (718) 997-5540. 
Assignments: Reading assignments should be completed before the day they are assigned on the syllabus. All chapters are from the textbook. You will be able to print out the readings on Aplia, so you can have your own copy. Additional readings may be assigned. Some readings will be from the Wall Street Journal.

My Approach To Teaching Eco 102: Lively, lots of board examples. Some PowerPoint. Eco 102 is your most important course for building a foundation for all your other economic courses, for learning solving of word problems and developing solid study and learning habits. Plus it gives you the skills needed not only in other economics and BBA courses, but also in accounting, actuarial science, risk management, finance, entrepreneurship, political science, law, medicine, and public administration.  It is excellent preparation for majors in these areas. We emphasize developing and applying theory to real world problems. I don’t always follow the text. You should still read the text once before the lecture and once after the lecture. Sometimes I will pick a topic from the WSJ, or the environment or your own personal life and show you how economics can give you a different way to think about it. 
 


We stress growing your vocabulary beyond the text, often from the lecture or assignments. Keep a special place in your notes for new words. There are also vocabulary lists on my website. You need to apply lots of basic algebra, slopes and geometry.  Students with a good command of English and a good high school education with lots of reading and good algebra will spend about 6-8 hours per week on the course. There are weekly Aplia online problems. 


You will hate me during the semester, and thank me next semester. This and Eco 101 are my favorite courses so we (or at least I) have fun and you will learn a lot about applying economics to real world problems, from how prices are determined, why under-regulation can lead to misallocation of resources, why underinvestment in infrastructure in the economy reduces productivity of the private sector in the future, and how taxes and regulations can improve resource allocation. Learn how the principal-agent theory predicted the sub-prime credit crisis in the mortgage market, that market efficiency sometime requires government taxes (external costs), and regulations, and how DRM (Digital Rights Management) is really a question of how to allocate a public-type good efficiently over the long term. Plus Congress on the whole knows almost nothing about micro-economics or macro-economics. 

Graded Aplia problems are important (20% of your grade): so watch out for closing time! Do the practice problems after you read the chapter but before the lecture and before you do the graded problem sets.  Then after the lecture do the graded problem set and finish it well before the closing date, often Sunday or Monday. Most problem sets close after the lecture or the topic and will not be reopened.  Start looking at the graded problems several days before they are due. Except for the Grade It Now problem sets, you can change your answers until the closing date.  Remember Aplia counts for 20% of your grade.

	Most graded Aplia assignments close on Monday; a few close on other days.  Check the Aplia outline carefully. They will not be reopened for individuals.  NIB = lecture topics & material Not In Book.

	I Basic Economic Concepts

Due By
	Read

Ch.
	Aplia &

Written homework

	Tues

Jan 31
	1a. Fundamental economic concepts and the role of prices and profits. (NIB)    
      Fundamental Concepts of Scarce Resources, Opportunity costs, and Maximizing Well-being
     What, how and by whom and for whom. Definition of markets and role of prices in markets.

     Property rights and their importance. Private-type goods & resources (mutually exclusive or rival uses) 

     Public type goods and resources (non-rival use or little cost per extra user). 

     “Private” resources = labor, natural resources and capital versus the “public-type” resource (technology)
1b How to use Aplia     Demonstration of Aplia 
	 (NIB)
	

	Thurs

Feb 2
	2.  7 Major Economics Concepts for all time:  Definition of “marginal”, efficiency, equity, incentives

  What, how and by whom and for whom. Definition of markets and role of prices in markets. Markets and hidden costs, external costs, overuse and extinction, information costs, transaction costs. 

Seven major concepts: How much does it really cost? Opportunity cost; The market strikes back; Comparative advantage; Trade is a win-win situation; Marginal analysis; Market failures; Efficiency vs. Equality.
	Ch.1.

	How to use Aplia

Practice Aplia Math Tutorial and

	Tues

Feb 7
	3. Algebra, Graphing, Simple Trig, and Slopes

Qd = 400-30P, Sd = 200+30P Qd(P) = Qs(P) Find P, then Qd and Qs. Graph
	Ch. 2 


	

	Thurs

Feb 9
	4. US Economy 2010 data

The American economy, a mixed market economy, Private production of most goods and services. Role of the national, state and local governments;  Types of Economic Organizations; Sectors of the economy; Circular flow of money, goods and services, taxes, etc. 

Types of Economic Organizations; Sectors of the economy Circular flow of money, goods and services, taxes, etc
	Print & Read

Notes on line
	

	Tues

Feb 14
	5. Production Functions and Factor Productivity

Law of diminishing marginal product Total & marginal productivity of labor & the Malthusian world 
Marginal benefit and demand, marginal cost and supply, and the principles of optimal choice. Application 1: Maximizing net output from a plot of land. Application 2: Best levels of pollution.  Theory of Irrational behavior; ignorant behavior; behavioral economics. 
	NIB

Your

Lect. Notes
	Hwk 1,  Hwk 2

	Thurs Feb 16
	6. Production possibility frontier (PPF) 

The two-product model with limited labor resources.  Increasing relative opportunity costs at full employment. On PPF at full employment (If demand > OOF => inflation) (if demand< PPF => loss of output). No social opportunity cost if unemployment.  

Immediate importance of this concept:  Different economic policies are needed depending on whether you have excess demand pushing you outside the PPF or inadequate demand dropping you inside the PPF. 
	Ch.

3.

Your

Lecture

notes
	Hwk 3

PPF

Aplia

Pract.

	Tuesday, Feb 21 No class.  Classes follow a Monday Schedule

	II.   Supply and Demand: the heart of microeconomics: Economic rationality? Is it realistic?

	Thurs

Feb 23
	7. Supply, Demand and Market Clearing Prices. The meaning of equilibrium

The downward sloping demand curve measures the marginal benefit of each additional unit to buyers and the willingness to pay. Consumer surplus. (NIB), Substitute versus complementary goods. 

Supply curves of many shapes represent a willingness to sell at a stated price and depend on marginal costs and market structure. Producers surplus and concept of economic rent (NIB), Understand the meaning of efficiency. Net consumer surplus.   Market equilibrium and it meanings (clearing the market with prices). Two functions of prices: 1. Allocation of goods and resources 2. Providing (market) signals 
	Ch.

4
	Hwk 4

Pract.

	Tues

Feb 28
	8. Shift versus movement along. Changes in exogenous factors causing shifts in DD or SS curves alonga static  DD or SS (endogenous).
	Ch.

4
	Hwk 5

S & D

	Thurs

Mar 1 
	9. Simple Algebraic Models of S&D   A simple algebraic model of a market and market clearing prices. We develop a simple algebraic model during this lecture and use it to determine the market clearing price and quantity.
	
	

	Tues

Mar 6
	10. Interdependencies of Markets.

Shifts in the curves versus movement along curves. Interdependence of markets (How Bush’s ethanol-from-corn policy caused all food prices to rise). A shift in demand or supply curves along the other curve usually causes a change in the equilibrium price AND the quantity in this and other markets (with a few exceptions).
	Ch.

4
	Aplia

Pract

	Thurs

Mar 8 
	11. Applications and the Market Strikes Back

Price ceilings (regulated maximum prices); rent control, bridge and tunnel tolls, tickets to concerts and  “illegal scalping”  Excess demand, black market, lines (Russia) price supports (public) such as agricultural price supports (wheat, tobacco, ethanol). “Private price supports by monopolies, (OPEC, DeBeers, China).
	
	Aplia

	Tues

Mar 13
	12. Market Failure, Government policies, taxes, etc. 

External costs & benefits: pollution, crowding; Public goods and free rider, definition, problem of financing; Common property (excessive exploitation) fisheries.
	 
	Aplia

	Thurs  Mar 15
	13. Consumer Behavior, Optimal Choice, and Demand Curve

Consumer maximization of utility (satisfaction). Consumer well being, total and diminishing marginal utility, demand curve, consumer surplus, individual to market.

Optimal choice of goods per $ and time.  Theory versus reality.  Can consumers make rational choices?  Why not?  Tastes change with time, advertising, peer pressure, etc. Wrong information. Difficult paradigms (ARM), transaction costs, information is a problem.
	Ch. 5
	

	Tues     FIRST MID-TERM, in class and online on Aplia Covers Ch. 1-4, all in-class lectures, homeworks,  Mar 20  Aplia Problems, and vocabulary


	Thurs  Mar 22
	14. Indifference Curves and Budget Lines: Maximum utility

Graphical analysis of utility maximization: indifference curves, budget Lines Learn it now, it is used later! Substitution effects, income from change in relative prices. Income effect from change in income. Paradox of value, advertising, backward bending supply curve of labor.
	Ch. 5  App
	

	Tues Mar 27
	15. Price Elasticity of Demand, Business Decisions et alia. 

Elasticity is the relative (% ∆) in demand in response to the relative change in another variable. Two methods: Arc elasticity (book) and point elasticity (lecture) of demand. The cross-elasticity of demand indicates whether two products are substitutes (% ∆) > 0 or complements (% ∆) <0. Does advertising work? Are consumers rational? The % change in Q relative to the % change in P has an effect on total revenue (E=1) 
	Ch
.6
	

	Thurs Mar 29
	16. Production Decisions: Their Components: What, How, How Much.

Total Productivity, Marginal Productivity and Marginal Revenue Product. Concepts of Total productivity, Average productivity, Marginal Productivity, geometric relationship between three curves. Accounting Profit versus economic profit (minimum normal profit necessary in any industry).  Optimal Decision Making:  Production Functions (economies of scale), Marginal Product, Minimizing costs and least-cost conditions
	Ch. 7
	

	Tues Apr 3
	18. Cost-Minimization of Producing Output and Cost Curves

Geometry of cost-minimization and profit-maximization (isocosts and isoquants).  Prices changes of inputs cause changes in the least cost combination of capital and labor. Internal Economies of Scale and optimal capacity of firm. Factor substitution, Demand for inputs
	7 App.
	

	Thurs  Apr 5
	19. The Model of Perfect Competition Many firms, price takers, MC=P What is Profit? The function of profit maximization is a signal and an incentive, to produce the optimal amount of a desired output of a homogeneous product at the least cost: Normal profit is a cost. Economic Profit Prices are a signal and a mechanism for allocating resources and output 
	Ch. 8
	

	Spring Break April 6 to April 15  Continue doing the assigned homework problems and Aplia problems.   The written homework problems are due on April 17 

	Tues Apr 17
	20. Firm and Industry under the Perfectly Competitive Model From one firm to many firms to get the industry supply curve. What is Profit? The function of profit maximization is a signal and an incentive, to produce the optimal amount of a desired output of a homogeneous product at the least cost: Normal profit is a cost. Economic Profit Prices are a signal and a mechanism for allocation of resources and output. Each firm produces to the point where marginal cost rises to the market price and since they all see the same market price, they are all producing at the same marginal cost. Short run versus long run, entry & exit of firms.  Perfect Competition:  Price taker, P=MR =MB = MC ->, supply curve for firm, shut down point. More on why price = MC is efficient.  Supply curve for market. Horizontal summation of supply curve.
	Ch. 10
	

	Thurs  Apr 19
	21. Monopoly (1 seller) and Deadweight Loss Causes: barrier to entry, patents, trademark, large capital requirements, ownership of natural resource collusion, etc. the long run. The 1 firm faces a downward sloping demand curve, marginal revenue is below the demand curve since a profit maximizing firm sets the marginal cost equal to marginal revenue which determines the Q which is less than perfect competition too little is produced so that MB > MC creating a deadweight loss. Concept of contestable monopoly.
	Ch. 11
	

	Tues Apr 24
	SECOND MID-TERM, Covering Ch. 5-10, and all in-class materials, Aplia materials and written home works and the vocabulary sheet to help you remember the formulas
	
	

	Thurs  Apr 26
	23. Oligopolist and Monopolistic Competition

Oligopoly: few sellers (airlines or manufacturer) face “2” downward sloping demand curves, depending on how their competitors respond to their price changes. Kinked demand curve leads to stable prices. Collusion to divide up the market, price leadership.  Could sell differentiated product or homogeneous product. Monopolistic Competition: an industry with many firms, each selling differentiated goods and services so that each faces a downward sloping demand curve. The MR is <P at and Q.  Too many firms, AC > min AC, Advantages, Variety of goods and services. Intensive innovation, Schumpeter’s creative destruction. 

	Ch. 12
	

	Tues May 1
	24. Markets and the Allocation of Resources

Monopoly:  Natural monopolies (water companies) versus predatory monopolies (Microsoft?) MR<P therefore, MB = P > MC = MR -> Deadweight loss. Monopoly: Costs and benefits. The dilemma of pricing natural monopolies, public goods and polluting goods.

Economic rent => Pricing of unique inputs and resources of differing productivity (land) => for land and baseball players and oil reserves. Speculation and rationing of resources over time.
Prices as rationing devices. Un-owned resources (common property) fisheries and the strawberry patch (overused).
	Ch. 14


	

	Thurs   May 3
	 25. Review of the Causes of Market “Failure” Shortcomings of the free market:  Externalities, public (social) goods, imperfect information, and social choice, income distribution, consumer’s incompetence, too much today, the Jones and no retirement
	Ch. 15, 17


	

	Tues May 8
	 26. Why Government Regulation? Imperfect and Asymmetric Information, Public Goods, Externalities and Common Property: Taxes, Subsidies, and Markets to Improve Efficiency and Allocation of Resources over time. Monopolistic competition & oligopolies prevail in your every day life. Few firms have complete control over their prices.  Even monopolies. Here today. Gone tomorrow.
	Ch. 13


	

	
	Distribution of Income
	
	

	Thurs May 10
	Input prices depend on the Demand for their output.  Model of Derived Demand: MPP x P = MRP marginal revenue product = w. Demand for labor and capital is derived from the demand for goods and services they produce and the price you are willing to pay. The supply of capital depends on domestic savings and foreign investment, the supply of labor depends on the desire and productivity of people who want to work and your willingness to pay for their products and pay the taxes necessary to finance their services (school teacher, bridge inspectors). Who controls Congress, the Presidency and etc greatly affects our ability to pay enough taxes to get what we want.
	Ch 19 p 405 in 20
	

	Tues May 12
	Profits, Interest and the Allocation of Capital and other Resources over time.  Interest is the charge to borrowers for using someone else’s money which the borrower allocates to projects to maximize the net rate of return after paying back the interest.  Every industry has a normal rate of return which varies with risk. More! 
	Ch. 19
	

	CUMULATIVE FINAL EXAM: Chs 1-15, 17, 19, 20, Homework problems, Vocabulary and Concepts and Aplia


More Useful Information for Prof. Dohan’s Economics 102, Spring 2012 (But Redundant with Above)


This is your most important course for forming a solid foundation for all your other economic courses and for developing solid study habits and learning methods and for adding to your vocabulary. I emphasize the development and application of theory to real world problems (read the WSJ, first page of each section). I don’t always follow the text. Sometimes I will pick a topic from the WSJ, or medicine, or your own personal life and show you how economics can give you different ways to think about it (working versus studying plus loans). I stress growing your vocabulary beyond the text, often from the lecture or assignments. You will get to know basic algebra, slopes, and geometry well.

Students with a good English vocabulary and a good high school education will spend about 6-8 hours per week on this course: others may need to spend more time. There are weekly homework problems. Don’t procrastinate, home works are meant to help you test how well you understand the material and what you need to review before you go ahead with the next lesson. You will hate me during the semester, and thank me next year.  DON’T WORK AN OUTSIDE JOB MORE THAN 16 HOURS PER WEEK INCLUDING TRAVEL TIME.  Better borrow and get straight A’s and B’s.
Attendance, photos, cell phones and classroom decorum:

Attendance will be taken each day during the semester. The first time you attend the class, please fill out the form so that I can teach you better. After that, just sign the attendance sheet  for your row and print your last name. Attendance is not mandatory, but it is important to be in class because material is often discussed and appears on exams that is not covered by the textbook or outside readings. Your class notes are the first place to start studying for exams.

Required Photo: Please bring a small (3x4) recent head and shoulder photo of you to help me remember your name and record your class participation.  If you don’t have one, we will take it.  Please sit in the same seat or area of the classroom as often as possible. Students who sit at the front of the classroom get better grades.

Lateness:  Come to class even if you are late. It does NOT count against you, better in class late, then not in class at all. Bring coffee or water or drinks. Of course, try to come to class on time, but I know your schedules, transportation, and work make it difficult at times. Please, however, try to slip into class quietly. I take the LIE to Queens and sometimes I am delayed. I never miss a class, please wait. I will try to communicate with the class if there is an accident and long delays, unfortunately I may get caught in traffic.  

Please do not talk or text message during lecture: Please do not talk to other students during class. If you have a question or don’t understand what I said or wrote, please raise your hand. Three chances and you are out.

Vocabulary lists: Keep a list of new words and definitions in your notebook. This is required of all students. Any word used in the lecture or the reading may be used in exams and quizzes.  And you will do much better in your job interviews when you graduate.

Class participation:  Please pay attention to the questions I ask during the lecture, even if it is directed to a specific student. You should try to figure out the answer yourself. BUT, please, never shout out the answer. Raise your hand if you know the answer. 

Cell phone policy:  turn OFF all cell phones, beepers, pagers, etc. and I-pods and pack them away in your backpack or purse. Texting is especially disruptive as is using the computer except to take notes. Penalty: they will end up in the Dean of Student’s office. Please let me know of emergency call needs. If you are expecting a “crucial call”, let me know before class.  

Students should not leave the classroom during lectures or exams without permission. Please attend to personal needs before class, plan ahead. If you have a legitimate reason for leaving early, please let me know before class. If you leave without permission, do not come back into class. It is very disruptive to the other students. Cell phone calls are not a valid reason for leaving class! 

You may record or videotape my lectures. This is a good idea if you don’t always understand all of my English. You may use your computer only to take notes. Any other use is not permitted.Three violations and you will be dropped from the class.

Dropping the course: I am willing to let a student drop the course with a “passing grade” up to the last day of classes. You will need to bring me the proper forms after the “drop period” ends.

Academic Integrity: Any student who fails to observe the highest rules of academic integrity or whose behavior is disrespectful of other students or the instructor or otherwise disrupts the learning atmosphere of the class will be reported to the Dean of Students and will have a note placed in the Dean’s and the Department’s records. A serious violation of these policies may result in an automatic F or suspension from the College.

E-Mail:  michael.dohan@qc.cuny.edu   I read it at about 8:30 am and again at 8:00 pm. On Tuesday and Thursday I read it more frequently. To get through my spam filter, always enter first in the subject line QCEco 102:  then your name and topic. NOTICE THE COLON AFTER 102. Then your email should be filtered to the correct mailbox. Be sure I have both your correct activated QC e-mail address and any other that you use regularly.

Tutoring: If you don’t understand a problem, bring it to my attention before class or send me an email and I shall try to answer it during lecture or post an answer on www.profdatqcecon.org.  It is very efficient because other students probably have the same question. My office hours are not suitable for tutoring help because I need to do major advising and foreign student transfer credit evaluations during these hours. I have a student assistant who can help with questions, but there is also tutoring for Eco 102 in Kiely 131
Office Hours for Major Advisement and Transfer Evaluation: Tuesdays & Thursday 5:00-8:00 PM.  To reach me during office hours, call (718) 997- 5461 and leave a message. Speak your phone number slowly and clearly. To leave written messages, call the Eco. Dept. (718) 997-5440. Best email for a confirmed appointment. THE BEST WAY to contact me is to send an email to michael.dohan@qc.cuny.edu. 

Getting onto Aplia

Instructor: Michael R. Dohan


Start Date: 01/31/2012
Course Key:  CSPG-XET6-LTP4
Registration

Aplia is part of CengageBrain, which allows you to sign in to a single site to access your  Cengage materials and courses.

1.
Connect to http://login.cengagebrain.com/
2. 
If you already have an account, sign in. From your Dashboard, enter your course key (CSPG-XET6-LTP4) in the box provided, and click the Register button. 


If you don’t have an account, click the Create an Account button, and enter your course key when  
prompted: (CSPG-XET6-LTP4). Continue to follow the on-screen instructions.

Payment

Online:  Purchase access to your course (including the digital textbook) from the CengageBrain website.
Bookstore: Purchase access to Aplia from the bookstore. Check with the bookstore to find out what they offer for your course.

After Paying, you will have the option to purchase a physical book at a discounted price. If you choose to pay later, you can use Aplia without paying until 11:59 PM on 02/20/2012.


















































































