Prof. Dohan                Understanding the WSJ Headlines    


April 6, 2011
I have selected and annotated parts of these headlines from the weekday editions of the Front Page, Market Place and Finance Sections.  I will edit more over the weekend.  The way you shall be tested is in the form of true-false questions or a multiple choice questions based on the meaning of the headline relative to the content of the article.

The headlines cited here were usually chosen for 1 of 4 reasons.

1. The word or phrase is or should be in the vocabularies of well-educated English-speaking  people, whether in finance or not.
2. Word is often used in finance, economics or business.

3. The phrase is based on a common American English metaphor. 

Metaphor is the concept of understanding one thing in terms of another. A metaphor is a figure of speech that constructs an analogy between two things or ideas; the analogy is conveyed by the use of a metaphorical word in place of some other word. For example: "Her eyes were glistening jewels." Metaphors compare things without using "like" or "as."

Metaphor is or was also occasionally used to denote rhetorical figures of speech that achieve their effects via association, comparison or resemblance (e.g., antithesis, hyperbole, metonymy and simile, which are then all considered types of metaphor). Aristotle used both this sense and the regular, current sense above.[3]
4. The headline was a play on words based on an American or English saying or expression often for a particular activity referred to in the article..
Prof. Dohan
Wednesday, February 16, 2011

NYSE Takeover Faces Touchy Issues

‘Poison Pill’ Lives as Airgas Wins Case

Chinese Firms Get Their Day in Sun
Earnings Call Puts Deere in the Headlights
Rebellion Seethes in Gulf

Banks Push Home Buyers to Put Down More Cash
Wednesday, February 16, 2011

NYSE Takeover Faces Touchy Issues

‘Poison Pill’ Lives as Airgas Wins Case

Chinese Firms Get Their Day in Sun
Earnings Call Puts Deere in the Headlights
Rebellion Seethes in Gulf

Banks Push Home Buyers to Put Down More Cash
Tuesday, March 1, 2011

Japan’s Bernanke Hits Out at His Critics In the West

Billions in Bloat Uncovered in Beltway
For BIL, Tagging Along with TED Proves to Be an Excellent Adventure

Friday, March 4, 2011

February Sales Signal Strength

Beazer CEO Will Give Back Incentive Pay in Settlement

WSJ Monday, March 7, 2011

Airlines to Load on More Fees

Airbus to Make Cockpit Changes

TV Pilots Reach Into Crazier Territory

Rajaratnam’s Biggest Bet Yet  (Ran hedge funds)
GIC Fund Chief Says, Buck Up, Americans

Cattle-Hide Prices Ride Leather Boom

A Serving of Doubt on Bank Values

Anxiety Lingers Following Dow Rally
Banks Get Back to the People Business
Companies Loosen Their Grip on Cash

WSJ Monday, March 14, 2011

BP Bars Partners from Artic Deal

NFL Girds for Fight Says Loss is Covered

For Borders, a Scramble to Be Lean
Police Probe if Renault was Victim of Fraud in Spy Case

Threats to Yen Build: Nikkei is Hammered
Lehman Auditor May Bear The Brunt

Motive for Stock Leak Can be Respect, Love

Investor Patience Wears Thin as Fears Make Move to Fore

Japan Races Against Time

Officials Struggle to Prevent Meltdown at Two Reactors

EPA Tangles with New Critic: Labor

WSJ Tuesday, March 15, 2011

Hershey Discovers Sweet Taste of Losing

Toes in the Market: Footwear is a Strength

Setback in Reactor Fight

Gadhafi Closes In on Rebels

Buyers Creep in Amid Broad Market Tumult

ATM Fees Heading Higher

WSJ Tuesday March 15, 2011

Deal ‘Itch’ Gets Scratched

Microsoft Adds Privacy Tool
Florida Cigarette Maker Says Fees Will Send Low Prices Up in Smoke
Friday March 18, 2011

Executive Bonuses Bounce Back

Spam Network Shut Down

RIM, Carriers Fight Over Digital Wallet

Pabst’s Horse of a Different Color: Colt 45 Enters Controversial Ring

Behind Yen’s Record Surge

WaMu Chiefs Wives are Sue, Too

Supply Disruptions Pose Threat of Stagflation

Rebel’s Worsening Plight Jolts White House to Act

Fed Poised to Ease Its Grip on Banks

WSJ Monday March 21

Allies Press Libya Attacks
T-Mobile Deal Faces Antitrust Barriers
With Sales Flabby, Wal-Mart Turns to Its Core
Struggling ReelzChannel Hopes a Hot Potato Becomes a Hot Ticket
rs

Monday March 21, 2011

Markets Back in Lockstep as Risk Bets Return

AIG, Fed in Subprime-Bond Standoff

Housing Gloom Doesn’t Extend to Rentals

Tuesday March 22, 2011

Heaven Cent: Citi Rally Fuels Dividend

Dow Reclaims 12000 with 178 Point Jump

U.S. Banks Oppose Tighter Money Rules

Deutsche Bank Awaits Verdict in Swaps Case

Walgreens, Beer, Flu Shots and Cost Control

Worries Cloud Construction Expo

AT&T Digs in for a Fight

Toyota Maneuvers to Protect ‘Crown Jewels’

Firms in Mitigation Mode As Oil Prices Jack Up Costs

Arab Regimes Under Siege

Split Allies Push On with Libya Airstrikes

Space Shuttle Stowaway is a Commie Mole

Insolvency Looms as States Drain U.S. Disability Fund

WSJ Wednesday March 23, 2011

Public Pension-Fund Squeeze

Witness Tells of Passing Intel Secrets to Fund Chief

Government Cuts Clip Office Market

The Fed Places Stock in the Bull Market

Allies Strain to Mend Split

Banks Hit for Credit Union Ills

WSJ Wednesday March 23, 2011

At Supervalu, Cost Cuts are In The Bag

Goldman Had ‘Inkling’ of Investigation

Executive Showdown at the Big Board Corral

Regulation Advocate May Lead the FDIC

Banks Pay for Stress-Test Faults

WSJ Thursday March 24, 2011

Japan Parts Shortage Hits Auto Makers

Money Rushes Into Social Start-Ups

Conoco To Shed Billions in Assets

Burned by Daily-Deal Craze, Small Businesses Get Savvy

New Phase in Europe Crisis

Rights Are Curtailed for Terror Suspects

WSJ Friday March 25, 2011

Under Pressure, RIM Adds Google Apps to New Tablet

Nation Will Rebuild From Quake But Faces Other Daunting Tests
Allies Forge Libya War Plan

A Nation of Dropouts Shakes Europe

The Lighter Side of Counterfeiting Puts Zippo in a Fix
WSJ Friday March 25, 2011

Fed Mulls Auction for AIG Bonds

Muni Woes Hinder Projects

Spain’s Bank Rescue Hits Headwinds
Monday March 28, 2001

Money Pours Into Mines: Demand for commodities likely to outrun mining giants’ expansion projects

Harry & David Near Chapter 11
Networks, Advertisers Call New Plays Amid NFL Strife

Fiscal_Showdown Looms in Capital

Goldman Switch Irks Clear Wire Directors

Stocks Win as Bonds Lose Fans: Investors Pour Cash Into U.S. Shares, Shrugging Off the Wider World’s Woes
Mortgage Faceoff Looms for Lenders

Gains in Income Aren’t Lifting All Boats
Tuesday March 29, 2011

Rebels Near Libyan Bastion

Medicare Records Reveal Troubling Trail of Surgeries

Housing Booms North of the Border
Australian Dollar Thriving on Chaos
As Confidence Wanes, Jobs Add to Worries
Chemical Reaction: iPod Is Short Key Material
Ebay Pushes into Amazon Turf 

Slang for territory, or area of jurisdiction or influence, particularly of gangs (see turf war) and as exercised by a unit within a bureaucracy  Wikopedia

Wednesday March 30, 2011

Tax Revenue Snaps Back

In India, Doubts Gather Over Rising Giant’s Course

‘Insider’ is Charged at FDA

Fallout of Paying Top Dollar

Mortgage Lending Rules are Unveiled

Plugging a Gap in Sinkhole Coverage

April Won’t Be Cruelest for Muni Investo

WSJ Thursday March 31, 2011

J&J to Revamp Its McNeil Unit

AT&T Anticipates Some Divestitures
Internet Poker Plays a New Hand
Google Wants Search to Be More Social
Wind, Solar Energy Still Face Big Hurdles
Renewables Blunted by Costs, Grid
Solar Gains Traction Thanks to Subsidies
James Murdoch Elevated to No. 3 At News Corp. in Grooming Step
WSJ Thursday March 31, 2011

Buffett Jolted as Aide Quits

Broken Windows at Microsoft

Japanese Plant Had Barebones Risk Plan
Italian Mammas Put Meals on Wheels, Say Mangia to Faraway Offspring
Dow Aims to Notch Quarterly Win Again

Few Banks Seek Funds for Small Businesses

Complex Bond Faces Regulators’ Scrutiny
Ireland Again Tries to Tame Its Lenders
Is That a Bear or a Bull in the Corn Field?

